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Gospel Reflection / Commitment Weekend Script 
Delivered by Pastor / Vicar – includes suggested talking points for homily 
 
Sections adapted from Father John Jirak, The Feast of Mary Magdalen, homily given July 23, 2021 
 
“Take courage; get up, Jesus is calling you.” These are the words that the crowds cry to the blind man, 
and this is the same invitation for each one of us, still today. Jesus is calling us to friendship with God!  
 
Of course, we need to understand this in light of the relationship between the Creator—God, and the 
creature—us! To be a friend is to give yourself to the other, for the sake of the other, as other. How is it 
that mankind can be made right with God to most fully enter into this friendship? 
 
In the Old Testament, all of the ritual and sacrifice was not for God’s sake, but were practices for the sake 
of the people so that they could be in friendship with God. There were three kinds of offerings: 
 
Firstly, there was the sin offering, in which an animal was brought for the slaughter as an act of 
atonement to reconcile the people with God.  In our sin, we create a chasm between us and God; this 
offering represented one’s turning from sin back to God. 
 
Secondly, there was the peace offering, given as a way of recognizing that everything we have is from 
God. What happens when we give of our first fruits? This decision intentionally helps us to recall that 
everything we have is not ours: it’s a gift from God first. This peace offering unites us with God, who has 
given us all that is good! “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy!” 
 
Thirdly, there was the holocaust offering, which was often a lamb. It was complete sacrifice and was 
totally consumed.  
 
If we can get these things right, then we understand what is needed for friendship. Because what are the 
most important words in a friendship? I’m sorry, Thank You, and I Love You. 
 
“I’m sorry” – this is the sin offering. 
“Thank You” – constant gratitude, seeing the other as gift, and 
“I Love You” – What is love? I want to give myself completely to you, as other. Not for my own self-
interests, but for your sake. 
 
Each of these phrases represents the three types of offerings found in the Old Testament, but the Old 
Testament is not the only place where we find these three offerings. All three of these offerings happen 
at the Mass! 
 
What happens at the beginning of Mass? We confess our sins! It is a sin offering. In a moment, we’re 
going to have the wine and the bread that are brought up – these are peace offerings from the people 
recognizing that our lives are gifts! And the third offering, the complete sacrifice, is the Eucharistic 
sacrifice. We unite ourselves, our whole minds and hearts, with the bread and the wine and offer all of 
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this to the Father in Jesus.  
 
It’s only after these three things happen that we are reconciled with God: I’m a sinner who needs to 
atone for my wrong-doing; a peace offering is made (everything I have is from you, thank you God), and 
finally – I want to give myself completely to you, God, in response to Your call and as Your friend. 
Everything I have is Yours! Only then are we going to be able to make the most intimate communion with 
Him. 
 
This week, my brothers and sisters in Christ, I invite you to reflect on your own peace offerings, the first 
fruits of your labor that so many sacrifice for the good of our beloved parish. 
 
I would like to take a moment to thank the XX parish families who have renewed or increased their weekly 
offering in support of our parish. Your sustained commitment will allow us to thoughtfully plan our yearly 
budget, invest in our ministries, and address areas of key importance in our beloved Church. Today, I 
invite every parish family to participate in this offertory effort.   
 

If Using Beyond Sunday Morning Commitment Form 
You will find in the pews commitment forms that you also may have received in the mail.  
 

1. For Step 1, please indicate how you would prefer to give: by signing up for online giving, by using 
weekly envelopes, or if you are still praying about your annual commitment.  

a. [say one Glory Be slowly and silently while parishioners fill out Step 1] 
 

2. For Step 2, please take a moment to identify your currently weekly offering using the chart 
included on the form, and write this amount on the line below.  

a. Next, please indicate what you would like your renewed or increased offertory 
contribution to be.  

b. [say one Glory Be slowly and silently while parishioners fill out Step 2] 
 

3. For Step 3, please fill out your contact information, so that we can be sure to thank you properly 
and stay in touch with you about how we are stewarding your financial sacrifice.  

a. [say one Hail Mary slowly and silently while parishioners fill out Step 3] 
 
Thank you so much for your participation. Whatever the size of your contribution, remember to unite 
your financial sacrifice with prayer: Lord, we offer You these first fruits of our labor. Please bless this 
sacrifice and use it to Your glory. 
 
Please drop these envelopes into the collection baskets as the ushers come around. Thank you, and God 
bless you! 
 

If Using Catholic Giving Guide 
You will find in the pews the “Catholic Giving Guide” which has been our bulletin insert for the past 
several weeks. Three easy steps will help you determine your intentional giving to the parish. 
 

1. For Step 1, please take a moment to calculate your family’s gross annual income.  
a. [say one Glory Be slowly and silently while parishioners fill out Step 1] 
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2. For Step 2, evaluate your current offertory giving by using the chart below.  

a. For example, if your family’s annual income is $100,000, and you give $20 per week to 
weekly offertory, you currently give 1% of your annual income to the parish.  

b. [say one Hail Mary slowly and silently while parishioners fill out Step 2] 
3. For Step 3, prayerfully determine your new gift range.  

a. If you would like to stretch yourself from 1% of annual income to 2% of annual income, 
please indicate that in the space provided.  

b. Even an increase of half a percent or one percent will make a big difference for our 
parish!  

c. [say one Hail Mary slowly and silently while parishioners fill out Step 3] 
 
Kindly write this new amount in the tear-off provided, along with your contact information, and drop the 
folded paper into the collection baskets as the ushers come around.  
 
Thank you so much for your participation. Whatever the size of your contribution, remember to unite 
your financial sacrifice with prayer: Lord, we offer You these first fruits of our labor. Please bless this 
sacrifice and use it to Your glory. Thank you, and God bless you! 
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Tips for a Successful Commitment Weekend 
 
The Goal of Commitment Weekend is to receive a completed IOC commitment form from every family in 
Mass. 
 
Commitment Weekend is meant to be an “every parishioner” appeal. As such, the responses will fall into 
one of the four categories: 
 

1. New Commitment – If you would like to make a commitment today. 
2. Amen – If you have already made your commitment. 
3. No – If you are unable to make a commitment at this time. 
4. Need More Time – If you need more time to consider your commitment and would like a 

volunteer to call. 
 

Keys to Success: 
 
 Use the script as a guide to getting every family in attendance to complete an IOC 

envelope. 
 Have pencils scattered throughout the pews. 
 The presentation should be during or immediately after the homily. 
 Give them time to fill in their name (1 minute). 
 Give them time to fill in Beyond Sunday Morning commitment form (2 minutes). 
 Encourage participation of all parishioners in completing the commitment form. 
 Have a special collection immediately - just for Beyond Sunday Morning commitment forms. 
 Offer a prayer of thanks and for help in meeting commitments. 

 
 

What Works What Doesn’t Work 

Every family should complete a form, regardless of 
their decision Making it optional 

The invitation for a commitment should happen 
when the most people are in the pews and paying 

attention, preferably as part of the homily or 
immediately thereafter 

Doing the commitment at the beginning or end 
of Mass 

Collect the envelopes immediately Leaving envelopes in the pews 

 Asking parishioners to return the envelopes 
next weekend 
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 Not giving parishioners enough time to 
complete the envelope 
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Instructions for Ushers 
 
Recommended: Provide instructions a minimum of two weeks in advance of Commitment Weekend 
 
This weekend, October 23- 24, is Commitment Weekend at (Parish Name). 
 
(Pastor) will be asking every family to return or fill out an increased offertory campaign envelope or 
Catholic Giving Guide following the homily.  
 
Please be sure that there are enough of either the Beyond Sunday Morning commitment forms or 
Catholic Giving Guides stacked neatly at the end of each pew before every Mass in the appropriate 
language. 
 
Please note the following: 

1. OUR PARISH GOAL THIS WEEKEND: Receive a response from every family in attendance. 
2. Some families will already have envelopes with them that they brought from home. 
3. The request will be made during or immediately after the homily. 
4. If the parish decides to do procession to collect responses, Ushers will not be responsible for 

collecting responses. Otherwise, responses will be dropped in the offertory basket.  
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Digital Outreach 
 

E-Giving Message  
(for bulletin and Flocknote) Send to all available email addresses at parish 
 
Dear Friends and Parishioners of (Parish Name), 
 
I write to you as we embark upon the final weeks of Beyond Sunday Morning. 
 
As you may have heard at Mass, our current level of weekly offertory allows us to only partially satisfy our budgetary 
needs. In many cases, particularly in the summer months, we are forced to rely on savings or the generosity of a few 
parishioners to pay the necessary bills. One cannot budget a household in such a manner, and we are limited when 
budgeting for our spiritual home. 
 
Your commitment to our campaign can make all the difference. I prayerfully request that we join together as a 
community of faith to ensure this parish’s vibrancy for the next XXX years. 
 
I close by requesting that in gratitude of the blessings God has bestowed, you consider (Parish Name) in your 
monthly expenses, if you are able. This support can be the price of a cup of coffee or more, depending on your 
circumstances and current financial obligations. We truly mean it when we say that every little bit helps. 
 
We now offer an easy and secure online giving option that takes no more than a few minutes to complete. If 
interested, you can access the giving portal at (Online Giving Site). If you wish to receive envelopes or learn more 
about our efforts, please contact the rectory at XXX-XXX-XXXX. 
 
I thank you for your trust and generosity in this great mission and look forward to sharing our success in the weeks 
ahead. 
 
Cordially in the Lord, 
Pastor  
 

Social Media Samples 
Variations on the samples can be used for Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
 
Please join us by participating in Beyond Sunday Morning. The campaign helps us (PARISH NEEDS HERE). You can 
make your gift at Mass or by visiting (ONLINE GIVING WEBSITE) 
 
As we are told in Colossians 1:13-14, “For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Let us not forget that during 
these challenging times, life has the final word. 
 
Thank you to the XX# of households that have made a gift to Beyond Sunday Morning so far. However, to (DESCRIBE 
PARISH NEEDS) we need 100% participation. Make your commitment at (ONLINE GIVING WEBSITE) 

Prayer of the Faithful 
Lord, give our parish family the desire to do your will, giving generously of ourselves and our finances for the mission 
of the church. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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